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confer, and, if possible, to reach a conclusion. All six Com-
missioners were banqueted in the Guildhall by the Lord
Mayor and by the Pilgrims' Society, and a general atmos-
phere of peace and goodwill prevailed. Soon, however,
rumours began to grow which caused consternation in
Canada, that Lord Alverstone had made a statement
committing himself in the main to the American contention ;
and, although he denied having made this statement, this
is substantially what he had decided. When, about a fort-
night later, he published his judgment, the Canadian Commis-
sioners refused to sign the award. Lord Alverstone's decision
is certainly not a satisfactory nor a convincing document.
The main purport in the award, which is not without
paradox, is that in principle, with regard to the mountain
frontier as opposed to the artificial ten-league frontier, his
judgment decided in favour of the main British contention ;
but, by his construction of the word " coast " in accordance
with the American view, he deduced a mountain frontier
which robbed Canada of all for which she had been striving.
He rejected the main American argument that there were no
mountains within the meaning of the treaty, and therefore
he refused to draw the purely artificial frontier so long
claimed by the United States at ten marine leagues from the
heads of the inlets ; he accepted the British contention that
there were mountains within the meaning of the treaty,
along the peaks of which the frontier could be drawn ; but,
by in effect deciding that, in drawing a line along " the
crest of mountains parallel to the coast," the word " coast "
meant, not the general trend of the coast, but the tortuous
edges of the inlets, he chose as a frontier, not the mountains
nearest to the coast, but a series of peaks further back, along
a line behind, and roughly parallel to, the deep inlets. The
result of taking such a line rather than one parallel to the
mainland coast, which would have cut across the inlets,
was to give the Americans half only of the actual area
which they claimed, but along with it all the valuable inlets
and mountain passes, and so to cut off Canada from access
to the sea over more than four degrees of latitude, and in
particular to deprive her of free passage up the Lynn Canal
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